Core word templates to scaffold language development in Proloquo2Go

One of the key challenges towards effective Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
implementation is that the vast majority of speech language pathologists and special educators
have had little or no training in the Peld of AAC. Yet, they are the ones that need to support
beginning AAC users and their families on the path towards language development and
communication. Any form of scaffolding provided by the AAC device or app is thus welcome.

While Proloquo2Go has offered a core word vocabulary for several years, we observed that many
AAC users were not benebting from this vocabulary because their therapists, teachers and/or
parents were creating their own activity specibc pages. These pages often consisted mostly of
nouns, providing very little opportunity for communications functions other than requesting. To
address this problem we developed the concept of core word and activity templates for
Proloquo2Go 4.

The core word templates consist of a balanced combination of pronouns, verbs, prepositions,
adjectives and conjunctions with space reserved for context specibc nouns, verbs, and adjectives.
The positions of the core words are chosen such that they match with the positions of the same
words on the home page of the vocabulary. For each major category of fringe pages a specibc
core word template was designed with the most relevant core words at 23 different grid-sizes. This
includes bve templates for pages typically containing a lot of noun fringe (food, people, places,
things and time); bve templates for situational fringe pages (leisure, phrases, religion, school, and
sport); and two templates for adjective and verb fringe pages. In Proloquo2GoOs Crescendo
vocabulary each page, except the home page, is backed by one of these templates.

The idea of the templates is not only to make sure relevant core words occur on each page in
consistent positions. It also serves to separate core from fringe in a way that allows the user to
make customizations to the fringe words on a page, without accidentally deleting, editing or moving
the core words provided by the template. Further, it allows users to change grid sizes without
losing their fringe customizations. Many people start at small grid sizes and later want to transition
to a larger grid size with more language on the page. In previous systems this required major work
because it meant re-customizing the vocabulary at the new grid size. Finding time for that could be
a problem, leaving the AAC users stuck on a system with too few buttons on the page. Now, with
the templates pre-designed for 23 grid sizes, going to a smaller or larger grid size is easy. A
smaller grid size will use a template with fewer core words to leave enough space for the fringe. A
larger grid size will use a template with more core words expanding the range of sentences that
can be created around the topic of the page. In both cases any user customizations remain intact
as the userOs words Row into the template. Any time a user creates a new page, they are guided to
select the appropriate template and get a clinically selected set of core words to create sentences
around the topic of the page.

In addition to core word templates we also designed activity templates at 23 different grid sizes.
There are seven different activity templates covering a wide range of activities: create, daily life,
letOs talk, motor play, out & about, reading, and toys & games. These templates were designed to
provide support for robust activity pages with a good mixture of language. They not only contain
core words, but also access to a popup with the full set of core words found on the home page at
the current grid size. Additionally, they contain placeholder buttons that provide suggestions as to
which kind of words to add where on the page. There are placeholders for verbs, nouns,
adjectives, question words, etc. The idea is that when a user creates a new activity page they pick
the most appropriate template and add the relevant words, with clinical guidance from the
placeholders. This will lead to much more robust activity pages that are not only consistent from
activity to activity but also tie in directly with the design of the home page and other parts of the
vocabulary. This makes it far easier to transition a user from activity specibc pages to using the full
core word vocabulary.



In this presentation we will discuss the concepts of core word and activity templates and show how
templates can help to design solid activities and other pages that provide a pathway towards use
of the full core word vocabulary.
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